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“Thy nation sat in darkness, for the night

Of pagan gloom was o'er it. Thou wast born
’Midst superstition’s ignorance forlorn ;

Yet in thy breast there glowed a heavenly light
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Of purest truth and love ; and to thy s ght
Appeared the day-star of approaching morn.
What ardent zeal did then thy life adorn,

From deep degrading guilt to lead aright

Thy fallen people ; to direct their view

To that bless’d Sun of Righteousness, whence beams
Guidance to all that seek it — faithful—true ;

To call them to the saviour’s living streams.

The cities of the East have heard thy voice :
‘Nations, bebold your God! Rejoice, rejoice !’
Far from thy native clime a sea-girt land

Sits thron’d among the nations ; in the breasts

Of all her sons immortal freedom rests ;

And of her patriots many a holy band

Have sought to rouse the world from the command
Of that debasing Tyrant who detests

The reign of truth and love. At their behests
The slave is free | and Superstition’s hand

Sinks powerless. Hitherward thy steps were bent
To seek free commune with each kindred soul,
Whose highest powers are ever willing lent

To free their race from Folly’s dark control.

To our blest isle thou didst with transport come:
Here thou hast found thy last, thy silent home,
Bright hopes of immortality were given

To guide thy dubious footsteps, and to cheer
Thine earthly pilgrimage. How firm and clear
Arose thy faith—that as the Lord hath risen,
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So all His followers shall meet in heaven!

Thou art gone from us; but thy memory, dear

To all that knew thee, fades not : still we hear

And see thee yet as with us : ne’er are riven

The bands of Chnstian 1.ve ! Thy wortal frame
With us is laid in hcly silent rest ;

Thy spirit is immortal, and thy name

Shall by thy countrymen be ever blest.

E’en from the tomb thy words with power shall rise,
Shall touch their hearts and bear them to the skees.
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SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF
MARY CARPENTER,

Foremost among the founders
of Reformatory and Industrial Schools
in this city and realm.

Neither the claims of Private duty
nor the tastes of a cultured mind
could withdraw her compassionate eye
from the uncared-for children of the streets.

Loving them while yet unlovely,
she so formed them to the fair and good
as to inspire others with her faith and hope,
and thus led the way to a National system
of moral rescue and preventive discipline. *

Taking also to heart the grievous lot
of oriental women .
in the last decade of her life
she four times went to India,
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) _ and awakened an active interest
in their education and training for serious duties.

No human ill escaped her pity, or cast down her trust

with true self-sacrifice she followed
in the train of Christ,
to seek and to save that which was lost
and bring it home to the father in heaven.

Desiring to extend her work of piety and love,
many who honoured her have instituted in her name,
some homes for the houseless young,
and now complete their tribute of affections
by erecing this memorial.

Born at Exeter, April 3rd, 1807,
Died at Bristol, June 15th, 1877.
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Babu Rabindri Nath Tagore, the premier poet of

Bengal writes :—
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MARY CARPENTER—By Miss Kumudini Mitra,
‘B. A-—A short well-written biographical sketch of
Mary Carpenter, the well-known philanthropist and
social reformer of Bristol. Mary Cerpenter’s life is full
of inspiration for women as much as for men. On the
one hand she demonstrated by her example what vast
scope of blessed and regenerating helpfulness to their
fellowmen were open‘to women even in the midst of
the many social and political limitations of her time.
‘Gn the other hand she revealed the power of sympathy
in reclaiming what were saupposed to have been the
‘wastage of human society. India owes a special debt
‘of gratitude to this noble lady, for her unceasing inter-
-est in all Indian quetsions and particularly the ques-
‘tion of female education and we are glad that an
¥ndian lady has taken the troubles of interpreting the
‘story of Mary Carpenter’s life to her sisters, who are
notjin a position to read in the original. We hope it
will be well appreciated.

THE INDIAN MESSENGER.—Zs/ July, 1906.
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Miss: Kumudini Mitra, B. A., of Calcutta: has pre-
sented to the reading public of Bengal a short but
excellent Hfe- of Mary Carpenter, the celebrated phi-
lanthropist of Bristol. Miss Mitra wields, an.able
pen, her interpretation of the philanthropist’'s life to.
her sisters is admirable and in everyway does credit
to the author. May our educated sisters of Bengal
be inspired, llke this rising author, with. the high.
ideals.of Mary Carpenter’s life !

Tre Indian Social Reéformer.
Boupay.—July 15, 1906,
Sir Gurudas Bancrjce late Justice of the Calcutta High,

Court., writes :—
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‘MARY CARPENYER.”—This s a short biographit al,
sketch of Miss Mary Carpenter, the celebrated phi-
lanthropist of Bristol. This, wec believe, is the first
Bengalee rendering of the life of Mary Carpenter.
The authoress, Miss Kumudini Mitra B. A., is a talent-
ed daughter of our patriotic countryman, Babu
Krishna Kumar Mitra, the editor of “Sanjibanec.”
The excellent services of Miss Mary Carpenter in the
spread of female education in this country justly call
for a ready response in dur educated girls of to-day.
It is, therefore, in the fitness of things that a lady
graduate of our University should undertake to bring
out the life of one who did so much for the betterment
of her sex. Miss Mitra is already known to the
reading public of Bengal as the writer of that inspiring
little book “Shikher Balidan.” The warm enthusiasm
and utmost familiarity with which she narrates and
explains the events and works of Mary Carpenter’s life
not only interests the reader but gives him an insight
into the life of the philanthropist. The book is written
in an clevated style, and altogether it is a pleasant and
profitable reading both for the young and old The
get-up of the book leaves nothing %o be desired and is.
as inviting as the book itself.

The Amrita Bazar Patviba.—]uly 23, 1906.

MaRY CARPENTER, BY KUMUDINI MITRA, B. AT—
If is a matter of satisfaction that this little book has
been written. The life of Mary Carpenter possesses
great interest to all lovers of India. She was a de-
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voted friend to the Indian people, and her treatment
of Raja Rammohun Roy has placed the Bengalis espe-
cially in her debt.Itis gratifying that the first full aceount
of her life in an oriental language, should be written
in Bengali by a Bengali lady.

The book is well-written and well-printed, and I
trust will have the large sale it deserves.

Ep. C. WOODLEY,
Pyincipal, L. M.*S. College, Bhowanipur.

1 have had great pleasure in reading the life of
Mary Carpenter by Miss Kumudini Mitter, B. A. ; and
would like to thank the authoress for giving me the
opportunity of readiug it. This book is one that will
help to satisfy a real need among young Bengali girls,—
the need of a pure and instructive literature in their
own language. The number of really healthy pure
Bengali stories is very small and while we are seeking
by education to encourage a love of reading, we find
it very difficult to find books fit to read.

This life of Mary Carpenter is pure and inspiring,
and every girl who reads it should be the better
woman for so doing.

'I would urge the writer to go.on in this work and
give us many more such helpful little books.

' FLORENCE SYRETT,
Superintendent, «.

London Mission Christian Girls  School,
: Dlowanipore
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Babu Surendra Nath Banerjec, the great Orator
and Political leader of Bengal, writes in the “Bengalee”
of the 2nd Angust, 1906 : —

For sometime two little books in Bengalee S7h/ker
Balidar and a Life of Miss. Mary Carpenter by Kumari
Kumudini Mitra, B. A, have been lying on our table
The authoress is the daughter of Babu Krisna Kumar
Mitra, the well-known Editor of the Sanjibani news-
paper. We have read the books with pleasure and
profit. The style is simple and vigorous, and there is
a fascinating air of sincerity which has a charm all its

own.
Sikher Balidan is a book which ought to be in

the hands of every school boy. It is a thrilling record
of Sikh martyrdom. It tells usin a few well-written
biographical sketches the story of the up-building of
the Sikh character which made the Sikhs what they
- were and what we hope they will yet be, In all great
movements boys and young men play a prominent —
part, the divine message first comes to them;
and they are persecuted and they suffer for their
faith. Suffer the little children t0o come unto me,
are the words of the divinely-inspired tounder of
Christianity ; and the faith that is inseparable from
childhood and youth is the faith which has built vp
great creeds and has diffused them through the world.
Our boys and young men have been persecuted fde
their Swadeskisin ; and their sufferings have made
Swaaeshism strong and vigorous. The blood of the
martyrs is the cement of the.church; and the sturdy
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faith of the Sikh, which braved death and disaster with
'iinﬂinrhing courage, was reflected in’the heroic suffer-
ings of its youthful martyrs. Our authoress tells us the
story of the martyrdom of Fatch Singh and Jarwar
Singh, the youthful sovs of Guru Govind. The two
boys, confronted with their persecutor, never flinched
from the faith of their fathers. They were entreated to
save themselves by abjaring their religion. They
firmly refused. They rose above all temptation, even
the terrors of death. Mark the heroic words of these
boy-martyrs :—“He who has forsaken his God fears
death. To the devoted death is real birth. We
rejoice in the presence of death, In death shall we
find our everlasting joy.” Thus exclaimed the sons
of Guru Govind, and torture, followed by execu't'ion,
terminated their young lives. The little book reveals
the process of nation-building through the ordeal of
of fire and persecution, It should be in hands of
everybody who has his eyes open to the signiflicance of
the events that are passing around us. * * *
* i * % o * # * *


















